TESTIMONY OF HENRY & LERATO SEBATA

During Commissioning Service on 5 November 2006

Introduction 

Greetings family! Greetings Hope Church Singapore! The last time when I was here, I was on my own. Now I am complete. My wife Lerato is here with me. Your weather has let me down. All the warnings I gave her about the heat and humidity were for nothing. It has been so cool compared to when I was here years ago. However I am excited as she confirms that her experience of Hope Singapore is one that is filled with love, generosity and excitement about the people. 

How we were introduced to Hope 

We were invited to a bible study early 2000 which later turned out to be a care group. We were very interested at the approach which emphasised the application of the Word rather than just hearing. At that time Pearl Kong was taking us through the book of John.

How did we capture the Vision

During the time we attended Bible study/Care Group we were praying to God for a local church. We were on a “Holiday” – no local church, no commitment. And to be honest we were secretly very comfortable. I want to tell you there something very powerful about being in contact with people who are at the forefront of obeying God’s Word and following what they believe to be God’s purpose for their lives. It challenges us beyond words. It shifts paradigms. The Living Word has caused people to forsake familiarity and comfort of their environment for the sake of the gospel. I will now ask my wife to share with you some of the encounters with the women who came to our country to serve the Lord:

Thanks to Pearl - an evangelist and zealot for Christ. She planted the seed of the Hope vision in my life and many more other people. She moved us from our comfort zones, planted the seed of serving wholeheartedly and taught also on freedom through Christ.

Thanks to Rachel who: 

· Watered the seed and package the seed planted

· Helped to put the Hope vision in its proper perspective

· Helped most of us in using our gifts and calling to the glory of the Lord. As a result, many ministries were started during this time: intercession, Hope kids, new care groups such as Alex, Hillbrow, Bramley and Skotipola.

Thanks to Kristine who’s so close to my heart. She has power in gentleness – gentleness of the Holy Spirit. She leveled up all the work that was already done, taught me excellence and balance between all aspects in life. She’s a model of motherhood and care for children, shepherding, praying, listening and using discernment effectively.

What made us stay in Hope

As believers we have a choice of whether our salvation (accepting Christ) is the beginning or the end. A life of significance is one that is living at the forefront of pursuing God’s purpose for our lives. It is not just being contended with salvation and the routine of church-going. At Hope we are challenged through the Word and the practice of His Word. We began to serve. We stopped being in two boats and committed to Hope as a local church. 

We have seen how God transforms lives and restores hope. We have seen the miracles of God transforming our church from “a church of the unemployed” to now where unemployment is non-existent. We only have one ‘job seeker’ in our midst – and that is God!

The Struggles

There have been struggles – our people need to move to and fro from the city as we do not have a fixed church’s venue. Please support us in prayers. At that time, I also had a demanding job and three children. However, we have resolved not to fit God into our schedule but allow Him to give us a clearer purpose. We guarded our heart and since then we have made some major job changes. I recently decided to quit my job it was proving too much of an investment in 12 -14hr days. After a week of prayer and fasting I explained to my boss my decision and offered to arrange for a package which will help. I would get some money and my shares. That week I had phone calls on other jobs and business partnership opportunities. I will seek God for clarity during this trip.

We have also seen how God opens door for business after people made the decision to leave their formal employment.  God is good all the time.

Thanksgiving

I want you to know that you (by allowing God to use you) have made a difference to many lives. Watch what God is going to do! Thank you for your prayers and love offerings. I would like to acknowledge and affirm the men and women who heeded God’s call to plant a church in Johannesburg.  It has been great to meet the ones who were not there when we joined. We met Thomas last week

Thank you for sending Pas Johanes to us for a season. God has a great sense of humor - I learn from Pas Jo how to be patient with my own people. Among the many things we have learned, God taught me patience and tolerance for African people who do not keep time. 

May we take the opportunity to thank our wonderful hosts of the various ministry. We would especially thank Siaw Peng and Chui Shuen and their boys for opening their home to us.

Thank you Hope Singapore for giving us the best people. God bless you.

